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citylife
Parties, Cul ture& Society

When million ai re John
Evans puts on a part y,

you can rest assured there will
be no slumming it. The Tr il-
ogy Group president,CEO and
Opus Hotel owner recent ly
hostedBollywoodDreams, his
seventh annual  str eet part y.
One of the ci tyÕs largest pr i-
vateoutdoor part ies, the event 
drew more than 800 VIPs into
the Yaletown str eets. Emceed
by Riaz Meghji of Citytv, this
yearÕs bash saw revellers get 
their Bhangra grooveon led by
dancers from the Vancouver 
Internat ional Bhangra Cele-
bration Society.

Indian food and drinks were
the order of the day, compli-
ments of celebrity chefVikram
VijandOpus Bar master mixol-
ogist DavidSwan. 

Then Evans pr esent ed
UNICEF Canada CEO Nigel
Fisher wi th a cheque for
$10,000 as part  of his 2007
pledge of $50,000 over fi ve
years for theagencyÕs Unite for
Child ren Ñ Uniteagainst AIDS
campaign.

An after-part y at Opus Ho-
telÕs Eli xir Restaurant featur ed
a sumptuous repast of Indian
delicacies. 

Notables in att endance in-
cluded Opus HotelÕs market-
ing director ChellaLevesque
and Eli xi r Restaurant GM
Chr is DeNofr io; Vancouver 
Internat ional Bhangra Cele-
brat ion SocietyÕs Mo Dha-
liwal and Sukhi Ghuman; 
Beamer mogul Br ian Jessel; 
Pear ls Auto SpaÕs David and
SheraniVolberg; media per-
sonali ties ColeenChr istie of
CTV and Belle Pur i of CBC;
musi c i an Ashw in Sood; 
former B.C. Lion Sean Mil-
lington; swimwear designer
Anna Kostur ova; jewellery
designer Elsa Cors i; Hawk-
swort h at the Hotel Georgia
chef David Hawkswort h; 
and Tif fany & Co. di rector 
RobFerguson.

ÒThis donat ion comes at a

time when the world is endur-
ing the global recession,Ó said
Evans, Òmaking it even more
import ant for those suffer -
ing with HIV/AIDS in Thi rd
World countr ies to receiveour
help. TheOpus Foundation is 
pleased to continue to support  
UNICEF Canada and this very 
worthy endeavour.Ó 

Led by phil anthropist Ali-
sonLawt on,UNICEFCanadaÕs 
goal is to raise$25-million . 

Richmond Hospital Founda-
tionÕs seventh annual Black Tie
and Blue Jeans Gala was held
recently at Tr evor Graham
and Laur ie CavanaughÕs 
Twin Oaks Farm. Almost 300
guests att ended the hospital
hoopla sponsored by John-
stonRoss & ChengReal Estate
Evaluators, Nightingale Elec-
tr ical, Phillip s Hager & North,
Kersh Press and RBC Domin-
ion Securit ies. Roger Cheng
chaired the event and CitytvÕs 
DawnChubai emceed.

The event featur ed an
Equestrian SpeedDerby spon-
soredby PentaBuilders Group,
a sumptuous Out to Lunch-
catered gourmet dinner and
auctions.

Among those who att ended
were Milan and Maur een
Ilich of ProgressiveConstruc-
t ion; Barr y Cavanaugh of
Penta Builders Group; Mau-
r iceWhite of Phillip s Hager
& Nort h, DougNight ingale
of Night ingale Electr ic; Cal
Ross of Johnston Ross &
ChengReal EstateEvaluators;
Kimber ley Evans of Coast
Capital Savings;Lois Hour -
stonofHourston&Associates;
Gart hThur ber of Deloitt e&
Touche; Lisa Westermark,
executive director, Richmond
Hospital Foundation; and Drs.
Ian Dunn, Lynett e Thur -
ber and JonathanFenton of
Richmond Hospital. 

Led by Barr y and Laur ie
CavanaughÕs $50,000 gift, the
event raised$100,000 towards
a $1.7-million CT scanner for
Richmond Hospital. At even-
ingÕs end,ProgressiveConstruc-
tionÕs Milan Ilich and his wife,
Maureen,offered to match the
proceeds from thegala.

ÒDiagnostic imaging is one
of the most import ant pro-
cedures doctors use to diag-
nose a pat ientÕs condi t ion,Ó
said Richmond HospitalÕs Dr. 
Ian Dunn. ÒThe generosi ty
displayed tonight means we
can bett er serve the commun-
ity of Richmond.Ó
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BMW Group’s Brian Jessel, Rhoda Rizkalla and
Jim Murray at the Bollywood Dreams street party.

Chris DeNofrio, GM, Elixir Restaurant, and Sherani
Volberg, Pearls Auto Spa, at Bollywood Dreams.

Celebrity chef Vikram Vij and Elixir executive chef
Don Letendre prepared Indian delicacies for the party.

Manya Sibal, Isma Khaira and Karima Essa strike a pose.

Garth Thurber, Deloitte & Touche, and his radiologist wife,
Dr. Lynette Thurber, at the Black Tie & Blue Jeans gala.

UNICEF Canada president Nigel Fisher
with Opus Hotel owner John Evans.

Citytv’s Dawn Chubai was master of ceremonies at the
7th annual Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala in Richmond.

Kimberley Evans, Lois Hourston and Susan Meitner helped
raise funds for a CT scanner for Richmond Hospital.

At the Opus Hotel Bollywood Dreams bash: jewellery designer Elsa Corsi, Bootup Labs’ Sonia Ryan, swimsuit designer Anna Kosturova,
Vancouver International Bhangra Celebration Society’s Mo Dhaliwal and Sukhi Ghuman, Citytv’s Riaz Megjhi and Opus Hotel marketing director Chella Levesque.


